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Along Road 27, just east of the church village Kärda, 
you find some of Finnveden’s many burial mound 
fields from the Late Iron Age (500–1050 A.D.). One 

of them was partially investigated in the 1930s, when the road 
was built here. Archaeologists excavated around ten mounds, 
mainly from the Viking Age (800–1050 A.D.).

Further archaeological work was required in 1990, before 
the road was widened. The extended investigation concerned 
eight mounds and also areas with traces of settlements from 
the Late Stone Age (4000–1800 B.C.). The excavated graves 
varied in size, construction and content. Two of the graves 
lacked visible markings on the ground, while the others were 
under flat mounds with diameters of 4 to 6 metres. Some 
mounds were surrounded by dug trenches. The mounds co-
vered rectangular pits with inner stone packing; a sort of pro-
tective cover over the dead. In four of the graves, the bodies 
were laying in a dug out tree trunk; in one case in a boat-like 
coffin. Other bodies had probably just been wrapped in cloth.

The buried included four adult women, two adult men, one 
adult of indefinable gender, and a child of 7 to 11 years. Next to 
the child’s mouth were pieces of gold foil and a gold foil bead.

The grave was dated to the 7th to 8th century A.D. Some 
other graves were from the 9th to 11th centuries A.D. All the 
buried, except one woman, had a knife with them in the gra-
ve. Some also had a sandstone whetstone, and one woman had 
a beautiful bronze buckle.

The archaeological investigations in Nästa showed that de-
spite certain variations, there was a common tradition sur-
rounding the grave rituals. The way in which the dead were 
buried also shows Christian influences. The bodies in the gra-
ves were lying more or less in an east-west direction, which 
corresponds with Christian practice. Thus, the graves indicate 
that in Finnveden, the transition to Christianity took place in 
the 11th century. The people here were probably the last to be 
buried in the village grave field, before the new Christian cult 
and burial site by Kärda Church came into use.

Aerial photograph of the grave field at Kärda 1990. Photo: Jönköping County Museum.

A Viking buried in burial mound 22. The man was around 
180 cm long and 40 to 50 years old when he died. Photo: 
 Jönköping County Museum.
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HOW TO GET HERE
From the Mossle exit south 
of Värnamo, follow Road 27 
to the west for approx. 7 km. 
There is a small parking lot at 
the grave field. If you pass the 
exit for Kärda, you have gone 
too far.

Coordinates:
N 6337928 / E 435487
(SWEREF 99 TM) // N 57°
10’ 48.02”, E 13° 55’ 58.22”
(WGS84)

NÄSTA GRAVE FIELDS
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There are so many things to discover in the countryside! Here, Jönköping County 
Museum presents some of the cultural environment and heritage attractions in 
the county.

They include well-known cultural monuments such as Habo Church and the 
Smålandsstenar Stone Circles, but also lesser known gems such as log-driving 
remains in the river Valån and Stengårdshult Church. Around the county you can 
find evidence of how people lived and worked in the past, everything from castles 
and manors to abandoned embankments and clearance cairns in forest areas.

The idea with Hidden Gems is to tempt you to make excursions in the cultural 
landscape – here you find our history, revealed in different ways in the physical 
 environment. This heritage is worth experiencing and protecting. Bit by bit, we 
will be adding more sights under the heading Hidden Gems, both for people 
 living in the county and visitors from further away. The more people who discover 
these gems, the better chance that they will be preserved for the future.

FACTS

In Jönköping County there are more than 4 000 registered ancient remains, 87 
cultural environments of national interest, close to 130 listed buildings, around 150 
churches, some 100 rural community centres with old settlements, a large number 
of industrial heritage sites, and two cultural reserves. There are also a large number 
of cultural environments with buildings worthy of conservation. More information 
about the sites can be found on the websites of the County Administrative Board, 
the municipalities and the local heritage societies.

GOOD TO KNOW

Access to the Hidden Gems varies. Some sites are well signposted, with easy  access 
and proper parking facilities, etc. Others are more challenging to reach.  Visitors may 
have to walk some distance, sometimes through scrubby forest, only to be met by a 
broken sign (if there ever was one) when they reach the site. All the sites, however, 
have an exciting and interesting history.

Please note that many of the cultural heritage buildings are privately owned and can 
only be viewed from the outside. Also, please respect private land. Many churches 
are open in the summer. During other times of the year, the churchwarden may be 
able to open the church for you.
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